Holy Communion Sunday
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 26, 2026

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG O Christ, Our Hope (ELW 604)
1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts' desire, creation’s

mighty Lord, redeemer of the fallen world, by

holy love outpoured, by holy love outpoured:

2 How vast your mercy to accept the burden
of our sin, and bow your head in cruel death to
make us clean within, to make us clean within.

3 But now the bonds of death are burst, the ransom
has been paid; you reign above at God's right hand, in
robes of light arrayed, in robes of light arrayed.



4 Oh, let your mighty love prevail to purge
us of our pride, that we may stand before your throne by
mercy purified, by mercy purified.

5 All praise to you, ascended Lord; all glory
ever be to Father, Son, and Spirit blest through
all eternity, through all eternity!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 138)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148)

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God

and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.



Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death.
Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your

house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost,
when the Spirit was poured out on God'’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and
fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.

“? [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers.

“3 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.
“ All who believed were together and had all things in common; *° they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “° Day by day, as they spent much time together
in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, *’ praising God
and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were
being saved.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23
" The Lorp | is my shepherd;
| shall not | be in want.
°The LorD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
*You restore my | soul, O LoRrb,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name's sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
°You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | Lorp forever.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or
even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God,
particularly amid adversity.

Y1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. ° If you
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and
suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. *' For to this you have been called, because Christ



also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

*?"He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

*3When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted
himself to the one who judges justly. ** He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having
died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. > For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by
another way is a thief and a bandit. “ The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. ° The
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. “ When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him
because they know his voice. ° They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do
not know the voice of strangers.” ® Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand
what he was saying to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. ® All who came before
me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. ?| am the gate. Whoever enters by me will
be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
| came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (ELW 789)
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care.

In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your fold prepare.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours.

2 We are yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way;
keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray.



3 You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be;
you have mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you.

4 Early let us seek your favor, early let us do your will;
blessed Lord and only Savior, with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still.

APOSTLES' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ's resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the
needs of all creation.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. Embolden your
church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for
military and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our hearts in your
ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human rights. Bring
an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or vengeance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured (especially).
Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community where all are
honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At our end,
bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW186)
Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have
raised us to new life in Christ give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 144)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,



the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;

who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow'r and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.



Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.



COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give
new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection,

that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG  What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain

Leaning, leaning, (Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,)
safe and secure from all alarms;

leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,)
leaning on the everlasting arms.

2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms;
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

3 What have | to dread, what have | to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms?
| have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

(ELW 774)



